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HEARTIEST FELICITATIONS ON
DURGA MATA POOJA CELEBRATIONS

@ ICI THE INDIAN COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION JAPAN
o RBUREAZAEBSIVRE IR S

(Former name - INDIAN MERCHANTS ASSOCIATION OF YOKOHAMA)

Established in 1921, ICIJ is the oldest association of
Indian diaspora in Japan. The membership comprises
several of the largest corporate groups. ICIJ engages as
an apex body for organizing India trade fairs,

101 YEARS exhibitions, seminars and symposiums. Indo-Japanese

OF trade, economic and investment opportunities have
expanded significantly, and ICI] offers dependable

DEDICATED comprehensive services in Japan to manufacturers,
SERVICE general contractors and other investors for fruition of

the India-Japan economic agenda.

PRESIDENT - Mr. Jagmohan S Chandrani; CHAIRMAN - Mr. Ryuko Hira;
VICE PRESIDENT - Mr. V. Sriram
DIRECTORS - Mr. Satish Thiagarajan; Mrs. Popi Kuroda; Mr. Subramania Natarajan;
Mr. Nitin Hingarh; Mr. Markus; Mr. Vashdev Rupani;
INTERNAL AUDITOR - Mr.S. K. Rangwani; AUDITOR - Veerasureshkumar Veerappan.

TEN SPECIALISED COMMITTEES:
Information, Communications & Technology - Mr. V. Sriram and Mr. Harsh Obrai,
Food and Agriculture - Mr. Nitin Hingarh, Indian Restaurants - Mrs. Popi Kuroda,
Tourism and Travel Industry - Mr. Markus,
Legal and Regulatory Affairs - Mr. Veerasureshkumar Veerappan,
Kansai Representative - Mr. Kiran Sethi, North Japan Representative - Mr. Dilip Mansukhani,
Indian Jewellers - Mr. Alok Rakyan, Merchandise Trading - Mr. V. B. Rupani

24-2-306 Yamashita-cho, Naka-ku, Yokohama 231-0023
Tel: 045-662-1905 Fax: 045-263-8109 Web: www.icij.jp Mail: info@icij.jp
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Durga Puja Program October 1, 2022

Puja ... 11:30 AM
Anjali ... 12:30 PM
Prasad & Lunch ... 01:00 PM
Cultural Program ... 2:30 PM
Arati, Bisarjan & Baran ... 4:.00 PM
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Opening Song Swami Divyanathananda

Arnab Karmokar, Aveek Dutta, Shreyansh Kar, Souhardya

Elo Ma, Durga Ma Kar, Aparna Karmokar, Chandralekha Panda, Debjani Ray,
Kalaswan Datta, Keyur De, Rita Kar, Subarna Banerjee, Sumana
Kar, Sunandan Dutta, Tuli Patra, Masanori Hisamoto

Songs Reimi Das
Odisha Folk Song and dance Rimjhim Mohanty, Swetasmita Dash, Upasana Dash

“Krishna” a dance recital in kathak Supriya Pal Dutta

Rishi Aurobindo’s Durga Stotra Purnima Ghosh, Biswanath Paul

Advika Ghosh, Ashmita Paul, Rhitvikaa Viswanathan,
Toshani Ghosh, Hemlatha Anand, Meeta Chanda,
Desh Moitrayee Majumdar, Priyanka Ghosh, Purbita Dutta,

Suman Maity

Program compered by Chandrima Kundu, Joyita Basu Dutta and Sangeetha Krishnamoorthy

Program coordinated by Rita Kar

Venue: Ota City Industrial Plaza (PiO), 2nd Floor Small Exhibition Hall, 1-20-20, Minami Kamata, Ota-ku,
Tokyo 144-0035, Tel: 03-3733-6600

© Bengali Association of Tokyo, Japan (BAT]J). All rights reserved.
Disclaimer: The articles compiled in this magazine are personal opinion of the authors and in no way represent any
opinion of BAT].

(Digital version of Anjali 2022 will be available on BATJ website.)
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2-2-11 Kudan Minami, Chivoda-ku
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AMBASSADOR OF INDIA

MESSAGE

I am happy to learn that Bengali Association of Tokyo Japan (BATJ) is
celebrating Durga Pooja festival for the 33 year in Tokyo on 01 October 2022.

2. Durga Pooja, the worship of the mother Goddess as Shakti (the sublime,
the ultimate and absolute creative energy, dates back to pre-historic times
before the dawn of Vedic age. A whole chapter in the 10" Mandal of the
Rigveda address the devotional sadhanas of Shakti. Durga Pooja symbolizes
our union and celebration of traditional customs. While the rituals entail ten days
of fast, feast and worship, the last four days — Saptami, Ashtami, Navami, and
Dashami — are celebrated with much gaiety and grandeur, as it also denotes the
triumph of good over evil.

3. | am also happy to learn that the annual multilingual literary publication
‘Anjali’ this year is devoted to celebrate the theme of ‘Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav'.
The efforts of BATJ in fostering close people-to-people exchanges between
India and Japan by celebrating our deep rooted cultural connects, significantly
contributes to strengthening India-Japan “Special Strategic and Global
Partnership”.

4., | convey my greetings to all my Indian and Japanese friends and convey
my healthy congratulations to BATJ on this auspicious festival of Durga Pooja.

T

(Sanjay Kumar Verma)
Tokyo
24 August 2022

Telephone: +81-3-3265-5036 ; Fax: +81-3-3262-2301 ; E-mail: amb lokyo@mea gov.in : amboffice. tokyn@mea gov.in



CONSULATE GENERAL OF JAPAN

55, M. N. SEN LANE, TOLLYGUNGE,
KOLKATA -700 040
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MESSAGE

First of all, | would like to congratulate you on the 33rd Durga Puja and | would also like o pay tribute
to the Bengali Association of Tokyo (BATJ) for their unflagging efforts in planning and holding this
festival every year without interruption for the past 33 years. In particular, | recognize that this year's
festival is a noteworthy event in the long history of the Bengali Association of Tokyo, as it overcame
pandemic difficulties in the midst of the spread of the new coronavirus.

Three months have passed since | assumed office here in Kolkata as Consul General of Japan in
May of this year. | am now experiencing the joy of living in Kolkata, an ancient city overflowing with
greenery and steeped in history and culture. In particular, whenever | come in contact with the
kindness of the Bengali people, | feel that the strong ties between Bengal and Japan are still very
much alive in the hearts of the Bengalis and | believe that the members of BATJ feel the same way.

This year 2022 is a commemorative year for Japan and India, the 70th anniversary of the
establishment of diplomatic relations between Japan and India and the 75th anniversary of India's
independence, which is that marks the footsteps of these great nations. It is very sighiﬁcant that BATJ,
as a bridge of friendship between Japan and India, will hold the Durga Puja again, and that | am able
to contribute a message to celebrate it this year.

I would like to extend my congratulatory message by wishing the Bengali Association of Tokyo, Japan
continued growth and success in the years to come.

Sincerely,

Date: August 19, 2022 Constil General
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Editorial

Anjali was only two years old when India was celebrating its 50th anniversary of
independence. In that edition, Anjali did not have the bandwidth to compile a magazine
with informative and high standard articles focused on specific themes. However, as years
passed by, Anjali not only grew in size, but also became conscious of its role in publishing
various articles dealing with social, cultural and political matters for its readers. For the last
almost fifteen years, Anjali has been compiled with special emphasis on various articles
on contemporary topics. In line with that, it was logical for us to pick up two important
topics of popular interest this year. One of these two topics, was the 75th anniversary of
India’s independence and the other one, the 70th anniversary of the signing of diplomatic
relations between India and Japan. For this year’s compilation, we collected well thought,
informative and analytical articles on these two historic events.

For a long time in my life, | had a deep connection with Rashbehari Bose Road. Yet
prior to coming to Japan, | did not know much about the freedom fighter Rashbehari
Bose. It is only after | came to Japan, that | got to know about his immense contribution
in India’s freedom fighting as well as about his interesting personal life. Throughout my
school and college education, | didn’t get any chance to know about him.

Many well-known figures who fought for India’s freedom are chronicled in the history
of India’s freedom fighting. However, there were many such people for whom just one
political decision viz., ‘partition of India’ that changed their lives to one of unprecedented
trauma and nightmares. Honorable Prime Minister of India, Shri Narendra Modi earmarked
14th August as a day to remember those horror stories of brutalities towards millions of
innocent people of undivided India which was triggered by a political decision. Threatened
with their lives, those victims were literally forced to flee from their native place for a safe
shelter without being able to take their belongings. Still many people were there who
couldn’t even save their lives.

All those uprooted, oppressed, and penniless people labeled as refugees, started
a new struggle for their livelihood. Perhaps not many people would even know about
the long stories of their struggle. Those brave people who accepted the challenge and
finally could turn around the situation at least for their future generations need sincerest
appreciation.

Friendly and successful exchanges between India and Japan on diplomatic front have
improved much over time. In order to reinforce that, a lot of complementary work has to
be done at the grassroot level. We have tried to focus on such activities as well.

While | started writing this editorial, thoughts of many more worldly issues cast over my
mind. Issues like Russia-Ukraine war are there which could not be covered in this year’s
Anjali. For whatever the reasons, sufferings, anxieties, and stress of human beings are
endless. | pray to Goddess Durga for showering Her abundant grace to remove distress,
sorrow, unhappiness of the people on earth.

We convey our sincerest autumnal wish to Anjali’s readers.



